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Carn: 
‘ 


CHRISTIAN MATURITY 


Christian growth is not the struggle to become the kind of person 


we think God wants us to be, but a surrender of our bodies, all our facul- 
ties, our right to ourselves, to God — that He may make us and mold us 
into the image of His Son, that through us His life and love and grace 


might flow . 


Everything the Christian needs — everything the Father offers, 
is in Jesus Christ. 


Not Jesus Christ plus life. He is our life. 

Not Jesus Christ plus redemption. He is our redemption. 

Not Jesus Christ plus righteousness. He is our righteousness. 
Jesus Christ plus anything is heresy! 

Receive Christ, yield to Christ, walk in Christ. This is spiritual 


maturity. 


—Richard C. Halverson, CHRISTIAN MATURITY 
Publ. by Cowman Publications, Los Angeles. 
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Christian 
frequently dwelt upon to be new, but 
the place of the Christian life in re- 
lation to Christian theology and Chris- 
tian experience ever needs repeating. 
If every issue of the JOURNAL were 
devoted — as this one is to the 
sequence of Faith and Works (Justi- 
fication and Sanctification), there 


Living is a subject too 












































would still be some to say, “The way 
to be a Christian is to live the good 
life.” 


The Sunday School lesson in this 
issue includes an unusually fine af- 
firmation of the theology of the Gos- 
pel and its relation to the Christian 
life. If you are not in the habit of 
reading this department, read it this 
week 

A letter has come in from a sub- 
seriber asking for the name of a book 
on the privileges and responsibilities 
of the pastor’s wife. It seems that 
the wife of his pastor is not as tactful 
as she could be and doesn’t realize 
her shortcomings. As a result, in the 
opinion of our subscriber, she is not 
the asset to the work that she could 
be if she had a better understanding 
of the place she occupies. The editor 
has read this communication with 
mixed emotions. He knows of pas- 
torates ruined by the testimony of 
thoughtless wives. But he also knows 
of congregations who expect an As- 
sistant Minister in the lady of the 


manse. An — hiring a su- 
rintendent for his plant, never thinks 
' the employee’s wife as his assistant 


the work of the plant, but the 
ame employer will want to know 

much help his pastor’s wife will 
be with the Young People, the Wom- 
en’s Work, ete. Personally I do not 
subscribe to this philosophy at all. 
In my opinion, the pastor’s wife has 
one primary responsibility: to be 
vife to the pastor. However, our sub- 
scriber seems to have something 


a 


else 
in mind. To help him out, does any- 
ne know of such a book? 


Seen on a Bulletin: “The greatest 
of faults, I 








should say, is to be con- 
scious of none.” 
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MEXICO — Mrs. Eva Samano de 
Lopez Mateos, wife of the President 
of Mexico, has donated a piano to 
the “Leona Vicario Girls’ Student 
Home” in Zitacuaro, Michoacan. This 
is the same girls’ student home that 
last year received $20,000.00 from the 
Women’s Birthday Offering for a new 
building. The gift of the piano was 
made quietly and without public fan- 
fare through her very close, personal 
friend and former class-mate, Miss 
Eufemia Manjarrez, former Friend- 
ship Student to the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, as it was then called. Mrs. 
Lopez Mateos is the daughter of a 
Presbyterian Elder, and was herself 
a Presbyterian. Her mother, along 
with Mrs. H. L. Ross and other Chris- 
tian women, was one of the founders 
of the Women’s Work of the National 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico. This 
is the first time in its history that 
Mexico has had a Protestant First 
Lady. 

—J. Hervey Ross, M.D. 





CONGO — Two Presbyterian, U. S., 
missionaries have been decorated by 
the Belgian government for their long 
and distinguished service to the Bel- 
gian Congo. 


They are Mrs. Tinsley Smith, based 
at Mutoto, who received the Medaille 
d’Orr de l’Ordre Royal du Lion, and 
Dr. Vernon A. Anderson, legal repre- 
sentative of the American Presby- 
terian Congo Mission, Luluabourg, 
who was made an Officer de )’Ordre 
Royal du Lion. 

—Presbyterian News 





KOREA — Differences between the 
two groups in the troubled Presby- 
terian Assembly are not as great as 
the heat of the controversy would 
suggest. Both are highly conserva- 
tive, theologically. Both oppose the 
“One Church” organizational concept 
of ecumenicity. Both vigorously re- 


jected the recommendation of the 





“Fundamentalist” Trends 


In Protestantism 


WASHINGTON —American Protes- 
tantism “gives the general impression 
that it is anti-Washington, anti-govern- 
ment, sometimes even anti-patriotic,” 
according to Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, 
minister of National Presbyterian 
Church. 


Elson blames much of this negative 
attitude on a growing “neo-funda- 
mentalism.” 


“What happens in the new ‘funda- 
mentalism’ is the processed pronounce- 
ments in the name of the whole body 
tend to be asserted as the Christian 
view, the only authentic, valid Chris- 
tian view on some social or political 
topic,” he declared in an article in the 
October 26th issue of Christianity To- 
day, interdenominational fortnightly. 


“Much of this pervasive negativ- 
ism,” the minister added, “derives 
from the Church’s participation in po- 
litical study and action without prior 
pastoral solicitude.” 


Elson, whose article is entitled 
“American Protestantism: Does it 
Speak to the Nation?,” has been min- 
ister of National Presbyterian Church 
during seven Congresses and four 
presidential terms. His church num- 

(Cont. on P. 4) 





Cleveland Study Conference on World 
Order concerning recognition of Red 
China. 

But whereas the N. A. E. party 
calls for immediate withdrawal from 
the World Council of Churches, the 
“Ecumenical” group favors continued 
membership, basing its approval on W. 
C. C. recognition of “Jesus Christ as 
Lord and God’, and on the need for 
Christian cooperation on a world-wide 
scale among the churches. 

—S. H. Moffett 


To us, the unfortunate situation in 
Korea is another example of the fact 
that radical “ecumenical” policies 
(such as the “fraternal workers” mis- 
sionary concept) are too often arbi- 
trarily pushed to the point of disrup- 
tion — in the name of unity—Ed. 
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British Council of Churches Clash Over Evangelical Trend 


LONDON (RNS) — A mild clash 
over evangelical trends, especially 
among young people, arose here at 
the annual meeting of the British 
Council of Churches. 


A report presented by the Coun- 
cil’s Youth Department said that 
“many young people today are being 
attracted by a very evangelical form 
of the Christian faith.” 


This faith “appears to make young 
people very definite in their ideas 
and very concerned with the evan- 
gelism of their fellows,” the report 
stated. “But this is a limited ap- 
proach to the Christian faith in which 
there are many dangers and it is our 
common concern to look together at 
the reasons why this particular em- 
phasis is growing so attractive today.” 


Maj. Gen. D. J. Wilson-Haffenden, 
secretary of the Boy’s Brigade, took 
exception to the report. He said that 
it was not any part of the Youth 
Department’s function to criticize 
young people attracted to the evan- 
gelical form of Christianity. 


However, the general got very little 
support from fellow members of the 
council. 

* - * 7 * 

This news from Britain accompanies 
the story of a conference held last 
week in Chicago with Dr. Arthur Mi- 
chael Ramsey, Archbishop of York. 
Dr. Ramsey, conceding that Billy 
Graham’s 1954-55 crusade in Britain 
produced converts to Christianity, 
nevertheless complained that it al- 
so strengthened the evangelical cause 
— called “fundamentalist” by the 
prelate — a “harmful movement 
because it atienates thoughtful peo- 
ple.” 

Such reports are symptomatic of the 
reason why the Gospel is often not 
as effective as it might be: opposition 
to it sometimes originates within the 
very household of faith. The revival 
struggling to be born in our time too 
often is set back by church dignitaries 
who will not have it. The voice of 
the Lord is lost in the persuasive 
voices of the clergy for whom revival 
is “a harmful movement because it 
alienates thoughtful people.” 








WASHINGTON—Cont. from Page 3 


bers among its members President and 
Mrs. Eisenhower, several cabinet mem- 
bers and Supreme Court justices, and 
a number of diplomats. Elson is a 
contributing editor for Christianity 
Today. 


“T do not refer to the Biblical fun- 
damentalism of the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries,” he 
said. “This new ‘fundamentalism’ has 
arisen as successor to the now-deca- 
dent social gospel in the pulpit. Its 
prophet is the social education and 
action ‘expert.’ The ‘orthodox’ per- 
sons are those who conform to the 
processed pronouncements guided 
through church bodies by the ‘ex- 
perts.’ ”’ 


He referred to a National Council 
of Churches study group’s recommen- 
dation that the U. S. and U. N. recog- 
nize Red China, as a “colossal tacti- 
cal blunder.” He said: 


The Cleveland document, on the 
whole, had many notable passages and 
doubtless expressed what some able 
thinkers had concluded ought to be a 
Christian view of the various subjects. 
Most of this was lost to the world by 
the colossial tactical blunder on the 
Red China issue. To meet the Am- 
basadors of friendly Far-Eastern na- 
tions after that episode was embar- 
rassing.”’ 





Ceylon Revives Death Penalty 


COLUMBO, Ceylon (EP) — Its 
three-year experimental period of no 
capital punishment evidently a failure, 
Ceylon has decided to revive the death 
penalty. The Ceylon Cabinet has di- 
rected the Minister of Justice to pre- 
pare without delay legislation for its 
reintroduction. 





PLEASE NOTE 


The November 2 issue of the OUT- 
LOOK carries a notice to the effect 
that a spokesman for the PRESBY- 
TERIAN JOURNAL was contacted 
who disclaimed responsibility in the 
name of the JOURNAL for the lay- 
man’s group with headquarters in 


Selma, Ala. 


We would like for our readers to 
know that we have contacted a spokes- 
man for the OUTLOOK and have been 
told that the OUTLOOK is not spon- 


soring this layman’s group. 


DESIGNED IN THE REFORMED TRADITION 


H. R. MAHLER, JR., Th.D. 


Simplicity with flexibility is the 
keynote of the chancel arrangement 
in the new Caldwell Chapel of Wood- 
land Presbyterian Church of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. Since there is no 
real reason for a chancel rail in a non- 
liturgical church, this has been elimi- 
nated, and all the furnishings have 
been made movable. This enables the 
various pieces to be re-arranged to 
meet particular situations, or removed 
entirely to give space for a religious 
drama or programs of a similar na- 
ture. 


The arrangement shown in the pic- 
ture below, provides a divided chancel 
with the pulpit balanced by the com- 
munion table rather than a lectern. 
The latter was eliminated because no 
theological or practical reason could 
be seen for a lectern in a church that 
worships after the Reformed tradition, 
and, it was felt, aesthetic reasons 
alone did not justify its inclusion. The 
controversial issue over whether the 
pulpit or the communion table should 
have the most prominent position was 
resolved by giving them equal status. 
The preaching of the Word and the 
Sacrament are both given proper em- 
phasis and neither exalted over the 
other. A stained glass window in the 
shape of a celtic cross was placed in 
the front wall at center, and this be- 
comes the main feature of the chapel, 
both inside and out. 
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With the cross in the wall as the 
chief symbol it would have been su- 


perfluous to place another one on the | 
communion table so it was decided to | 
use symbols representing the elements 7 


of the Lord’s Supper. Accordingly, 
an experienced wood-carver was en- 
gaged to execute a decorated chalice 
and bread plate, and mahogany was 
chosen to contrast with the blond ash 
finish of the table. This chalice and 
a loaf of real bread (shellacked) pro- 
vide visual symbols along with the 
cross. This position of the table clear- 
ly indicates that it is a table and not 
an altar. The other furnishings in- 
clude clergy pews in the corners, an 
electric organ on floor level, and a 
flower stand which can be placed 
wherever the leader of worship pre- 
fers. 


This arrangement may commend it- 
self to non-liturgical churches who 
would like to have a divided chancel 
without imitating certain features of 
other churches which are not in ac- 
cord with their worship traditions. Of 
one thing we feel certain, some future 
minister and congregation will rise up 


and call our building committee 


blessed because we did not impose for 
all time our ideas upon future genera- 


tions. They can re-arrange the fur- 


suit themselves. 


niture to 
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A Christian is not just any person 
who lives in the United States, or in 
some other country, which men re- 
gard as a Christian nation. To be a 
Christian is not just trying to be good 
and to follow the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, although this is very important 
for those who are Christians. Many 
people who do not believe in Jesus 
Christ try to live decent lives. Neither 
does one become a Christian simply 
because he was born into a Christian 
family, although this is a priceless 
privilege. Attending church and Sun- 
day School does not make one a Chris- 
tian. Many people seem to think that 
if they have their names on the roll 
of some church, and support it finan- 
cially, that they are, therefore, Chris- 
tians. Others seem to feel that if they 
are not heathen, they are Christians. 


To be a Christian is far more than 
all of this. To live in the United 
States or in a Christian home is a 
blessing from God, but not even these 
experiences give us the right to con- 
sider ourselves Christians. The Bible 
tells us that to be a Christian is to 
believe in Jesus Christ, to trust Him 
for our salvation, and to make Him 
the Lord of our lives. 


To be a Christian is to believe in 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour. The Bi- 
ble tells us that we are sinners and 
that we are under the guilt and pen- 
alty of our sin. All of us have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God. 
Sin brought physical and spiritual 
death on all men who came after 


Adam. “The soul that sinneth shall 
surely die’. This is the message of 
the Bible. Since all have sinned, 


death has come upon all of us as a 
just punishment for our sinning 
against a Holy God. This just punish- 
ment of God is eternal condemnation, 
eternal separation from God. 


But this is not the end of the story. 
To remove the curse of sin upon all 
men, God sent into the world His 
only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus 





\WHAT TT MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN 


ents 


C. GREGG SINGER, Ph.D. 


Christ, to die on the Cross for sin- 
ners. He came to die for us in our 
place with the promise that if we 
believe on Him we will not be sepa- 
rated from God in eternity, but will 
have everlasting life. To be a Chris- 
tian means to believe that Jesus Christ 
died for us and that He took upon 
Himself the guilt and the punishment 
for our sins. We must cry out in 
faith: “It was for me He died’. This 
is what the Bible means when it tells 
us to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are not only to believe that He 


suffered and died on the Cross for us, 
but that on the third day He arose 
from the grave for our justification. 
By His death and resurrection He re- 
deems us from the guilt and punish- 
ment which we deserve for our sins. 
When we believe that it was for us 
that He went to Calvary, God freely 
justifies us. By this the Bible means 
that God looks on us as if we had 
never sinned. We are in Christ, and 
when God looks upon us, He does not 
see our sin but He sees Christ’s per- 
fect righteousness. He removes our 





HAVE WE OUTGROWN THE MORAL CODE? 


Christian conduct must be based up- 
on the Ten Commandments and the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. It is by 
all calculation the finest and the 
most profitable rule of faith and prac- 
tice the world has ever known. We 
cannot argue that it is out of date 
and outmoded because it is so old. 
Many of the best things we have any 
knowledge of, are old and have stood 
the test of time. The earth is old. 
The sun is old. God Himself is with- 
out beginning or ending of days. The 
principles of the Christian religion are 
old because they have stood the test 
of time and continue to provide us 
with the knowledge necessary for re- 
alizing our greatest possibilities for 
time and eternity. We are born not 
merely for today but for God’s to- 
morrow. 


The trouble is that so many live as 
though the present life ends all. Yet, 
they know better, for not only has the 
Bible told us that today we sow and 
tomorrow we reap, but the law of in- 
destructibility teaches us that not one 
ounce of energy in this universe is 
ever lost. It merely passes away in 
one form to reappear in another form. 
Man is no exception. “So also is 
the resurrection of the dead... It 
is sown in weakness: it is- raised in 
power. It is sown a natural--body: 
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it is raised a spiritual body” (I Corin- 
thians 15:42-44) God created man, 
and man can only realize his full pos- 
sibilities as he lives according to the 
Word proceeding out of the mouth of 
God. 


One parent informs me that the 
new age demands that we conduct our 
personal lives and our family affairs 
according to our new-found freedom. 
We are free to live and do as we 
please. “It’s in the air”, he says, and 
no code of law can stop it. Decency 
is relative. Stealing is often permis- 
sible. Another says that we just have 
to expect murder in a society as 
complicated as ours. 


It is difficult to conceive of a more 
dangerous and thoroughly wicked way 
of destroying the great blessings of our 
American way of life than that de- 
scribed above. It is still more horrify- 
ing to feel that there are many peo- 
ple in America who share, in some 
degree, in these sentiments. This con- 
dition has resulted from the gradual 
lessening of respect for the Word of 
God, and we are reaping the regret- 
table reward in society. We have not 
yet caught up with the Moral Code, 
much less outgrown it. 


—John Franklin Troupe, D.D. 
Telford, Penna. 


sins from us as far as the east is from 
the west and remembers them no 
more. 


To believe in Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour means that we have been born 
into the family of God and that we 
have been made children of God by 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are given 
a new spiritual nature, a new power, 
a new life, a new hope, and a new 
future. Old things, the old life, and 
the old interests, have passed away 
and all things have become new. It 
is not a reformation, but a transfor- 
mation which has taken place. We do 
not achieve the new life by a set of 
new resolutions, for it is the result of 
a spiritual revolution worked in us by 
the Holy Spirit. 


The Bible is very clear to tell us 
that this new birth, with its fruits, is 
not, and never can be, the result of 
any good works which we might do, 
or of any goodness which we might 
think we have. God tells us in His 
Word that our supposed goodness is 
as filthy as rags in His sight and that, 
apart from His grace, we can do noth- 
ing to please Him. Salvation is never 
a reward to us for our goodness. We 
are saved by faith alone and this 
faith is a gift from God. Our salva- 
tion is entirely a work of God’s re- 
deeming grace in us. Paul tells us in 
Ephesians 2 that it is by grace alone 
that we are saved “lest any man 
should boast” . 


To believe in Jesus Christ is to trust 
Him for this life and for that eternal 
life which He has promised to those 
who believe in Him. We trust only 
those persons whom we know very 
well, and we trust Christ only when 
we know Him as our Saviour. To be 
a Christian is not merely to believe 
in the historical facts concerning 
Christ’s life and death. To be a Chris- 
tian is to commit ourselves to Him 
with a perfect trust in Him. The 
Bible tells us that we are to cast all 
our cares upon Him for He cares for 
us. This is the secret of a vital Chris- 
tian experience and a happy Christian 
life. When we believe in a person 
we take him at his word. When we 
believe in Jesus Christ we take Him 
at His Word. We rely and rest upon 
His promises to us which He sealed 
with His own blood. 


The Lord Jesus has promised that 
He will never leave us nor forsake us. 
He will be with us “even unto the 
end of the world”. He will continue 
that work of grace which He has be- 
gun in us. We do not lose our place 


in God’s family through any thing 
that we do or fail to do. 


Not only are we saved by His grace, 
but we are kept by His grace. He 
has promised that we will never be 
tempted beyond our strength to en- 
dure those temptations which He al- 
lows to come to us. He will, with 
the temptations, also provide a way to 
escape. He has also promised that 
some day we will be with Him in 
glory. Nothing in this life, or on this 
earth, can ever separate us from His 
love. His resurrection from the dead 
is the Father’s seal on all these prom- 
ises which Jesus Christ gives to those 
who put their trust in Him. 


To be a Christian is to obey Christ 
and to make Him the Lord of our 
lives. In Romans 12:1-2, Paul makes 
it very clear that, because of the 
mercies of salvation extended to us 
in the Gospel, we are to yield our 
lives, our hopes, our plans, our talents, 
all to Him as _ living sacrifices 
or temples. He has bought us, 
not with silver or gold, but with His 
own blood which was shed for us at 
Calvary. To be a Christian means 
to turn from the old life with its old 
ways and pleasures, its old plans, and 
to seek His will for our lives. We 
no longer belong to ourselves — we 
belong to Christ. “Ye are not your 
own for ye have been bought with a 
price”. II Cor. 6:19-20. It is far 
better for a young person who may 
be ten or twelve years old to give his 
heart to Jesus Christ than to wait un- 
til he is old to make this decision. If 
he yields himself as a living sacrifice 
during his youth, he will be able to 
serve the Lord in the full vigor of his 
life and his talents. As Christians we 
are to say: “Lord, what will Thou 
have me to do?” “Speak, Lord, for 
Thy servant heareth”’. 


To be a Christian means to earnest- 
ly seek the will of the Lord for our 
lives in the small things as well as 
the great. It means seeking His will 
in our choice of companions, in the 
college to which we go, in choosing 
our partner, and in the selection of 
our profession or occupation. In 
short, it means that we earnestly seek 
what He would have us do for Him. 
His call might be to the ministry, to 
the mission field, to the medical, teach- 
ing, or legal professions. He might 
even call us to another occupation 
which some people would regard as 
beneath their dignity, or unworthy of 
their talents and training. To be a 
Christian is to remember that our 


supreme purpose in life is to do His 
will. Our lives should always glorify 
Him in whatever work He may lead us. 
It should be the goal of every Chris- 
tian to say with the Apostle Paul, 
when he stood before King Agrippa: 
“Wherefore I was not disobedient to 
the Heavenly vision”. “He that doeth 
the will of God abideth forever’’. 


* x * * * 


Dr. Singer is Professor of History, 
Catawba College, Salisbury, N. C. 





Disparity 


Two seas there are in Palestine: 

The first is fresh and fair; 

Small children romp its sea-shelled 
shores, 

And bird songs fill the air; 

On it the trees spread gracious shade; 

In it did Peter fish, and Andrew, too: 

There Jesus bade the waves be still 

And walked the waters blue— 

The Sea of Galilee. 


The other sea few bird songs hears, 

Less talk of trees; no childhood voice; 

Offers no drink to fowl or beast; 

Can make no weary soul rejoice; 

Long years men called this sea the 
Salt, 

But time has changed its name, 
though not its mien— 

The Dead Sea, cliff-enfolded, 
itself, 


rests 


A dry and thirsty desert land between. 

The Jordan feeds the same good water 
into both, 

Cool, clear, and sparkling from the 
hills; 

The Sea of Galilee receives and 
passes on 

This gleaming bounty, emptying as it 
fills; 

The Dead Sea hoards its income 
graspingly; 

Each drop it gets, it vainly tries 
to keep; 


The Jordan, lost forever in its brine, 
Not now can travel on from out this 
salty deep. 


Two seas there are in Palestine— 

Two kinds of people, too— 

Two seas that bid us pause and 
ponder, 

Two seas that give us cause to 
wonder— 

What kind am I? 

What kind are you? 


—Frances Louise Medlin 
Houston, Miss. 
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Do You Ever Miss The Church? 


J. REED MILLER, D.D. 


‘ Text: “By the waters of Babylon, 


there we sat down yea, we 
wept, when we remembered 
Zion ... If I forgot thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning.” 


Psa. 137:15 


The ambiguity of our theme is in- 
tentional. There are at least two ways 
it can be interpreted. The preacher 
hopes that you have seen the double 
meaning and have wondered about it. 
“Does he mean, ‘Do I ever have a 


| feeling of what it would be like to not 


} at church? 


pee Penh eS 


have the Church?’ Do I ever miss 
it, in that sense? Or does the preach- 
er mean, ‘Do I ever miss attendance 
Do I come every Sunday, 
or do I come intermittently?’ ” Either 
way we stir our conscience by con- 
fronting ourselves with what the 
church really means to us. 


The psalm to which we are giving 
attention was written by an exile. He 
was one of the Jews who had been 


| carried off from the homeland of 






Judah to the foreign country of Bab- 
ylon. The composer of this inspired 
poem was probably a singer. He 
loved the “songs of Zion” as a thank- 
ful Christian is attached to the hymns 
of his faith. There is something in 
religious music which twines itself 
around the deep emotions of a man’s 
spirit. Music sounds deep chords with- 
in a man when it is associated with 
some upsurge of the soul. Then, 
when that same music is heard again, 
it strikes lost chords and makes them 
live again. 


THE BETTER LIFE 


Off in that strange and heathen 
land this man of God lost his desire 
to sing. He was depressed. Destruc- 
tion had swept away the things he 
loved. The king of Babylon had 
ravaged Jerusalem, the city of God. 
The institutions of the homeland were 
gone — most of all the Temple which 
had been so dear to the heart of the 
singer. He could no longer attend 
church, as we would say. There was 
no church to attend. 


Now, out in this foreign land where 
he had to accept his lot as one of the 
oppressed, insult was added to injury. 
Men of the master race made sport 
of this Jew and his companions. They 
came upon them out by the river 
where they had gone to get off by 
themselves — perhaps to sing once 
more some of the familiar songs which 
they had loved in the Temple. They 
were hardly in the mood to sing, yet 
they might have struck up a melody 
had they been left alone. Now that 
they had an audience of profane men 
who would listen only to laugh, they 
did not care to sing. But one of their 
oppressors jested them in a loud voice: 
“Come on! sing us one of the songs of 
Zion.” Like slaves on a mediaeval 
galley who were released from their 
oars to go on deck to stretch them- 
selves, only to have their masters com- 
mand that they entertain them with 
a dance, so these Jewish victims were 
being rudely pushed to amuse the 
men of Babylon. They protested. 
“This is not the right atmosphere,” 
they said. “How can we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land?” It 
was like singing a hymn in an in- 
decent roadhouse. They could not 
bring themselves to do it. If their 
overlords were low enough to suggest 
that they use these holy songs to 
gratify curiosity, or for amusement, 
these Jews, on their part, were not 
willing to be parties to such mockery. 
These are irreverences which the un- 
godly indulge in every day that men of 
conscience toward God never do. 


What else took place that day out 
there “by the waters of Babylon,” 
we do not know for certain. The 
thought of the Psalm is interrupted 
at this point. But my conjecture is 
that they never sang a song. Men 
of such attachment to the things of 
God are not easily bent to do evil. 
But, in the very next verse these 
captives made a pledge for which they 
will be remembered as long as men 
read the Bible. “If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, then let me lose every 
faculty and skill by which I can sing 
or play the songs I once loved to 
hear.” 
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LESSON FOR TODAY 


As we read this psalm in the light 
of our own life today, there are sev- 
eral questions which stand out for us 
to answer. The first is: Do I realize 
that it is the Church which nourishes 
all spirituality? Do I know how much 
I need the Church and how faithful 
I should be to it for what it alone 
ean do for me? These Hebrews 
raised this question. They said: 
“How shall we sing the Lord’s song 
in a strange land?” What they were 
really saying was: “How are we go- 
ing to keep on having this faith of 
ours if we cannot or do not meet 
with other people of like mind to wor- 
ship God?” 


Now, every Christian needs to ask 
himself the same question. “How am 
I going to keep the fires of my own 
devotion to Christ burning brightly if 
I do not come every Lord’s Day to 
the place where the fire is stirred?” 
We take altogether too lightly this 
matter of church attendance. Some 
families, like a political party, simply 
send someone to represent them. Too 
many of us allow the least thing to 
keep us from the services of worship 
and the prayer meeting. “The weath- 
er is bad.’”? Well, who sends the weath- 
er? Does God send rain or cold to 
keep us from Him? Some guest comes 
to our home. Well, is it more im- 
portant to please that guest than to 
please God? “We had to have our 
rest.” Well, do we doubt God’s clear 
Word that it is “they that wait upon 
the Lord” that renew their strength? 
Our fathers and grandfathers had far 
fewer hours of leisure than we have, 
and they must often have come to 
church every Sunday with weary 
bodies; but they went out of the serv- 
ices with spirits refreshed and with 
greater strength of character than 
most of us can boast today. 


Christian people, how can we “sing 
the Lord’s song” if we spend so much 
time out in the “strange land” of our 
social and business life and so little 
in the House of God? It is the 


Church which stirs the fires of devo- 
tion. 


It is worship which lights the 
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candle of the soul. If we are not 
careful, the flame will flicker and the 
light will grow dim. Every Lord’s 
Day we need to come that we may 
be rekindled with light from above. 


“No darkness have we who in Jesus 
abide, 
The light of the world is Jesus. 
We walk in the light when we fol- 
low our Guide 
The light of the world is Jesus.” 


BETTER TO SUFFER LOSS 


Think, too, of another question 
raised by this Psalm: Would I be will- 
ing to lose any capacity or skill I 
now have rather than give up my 
ability to reach out and link my life 
to God? That is a very searching 
question. The man of God who wrote 
this psalm answered for himself: “If 
I forget thee, O Jerusalem — place 
of the Temple of God — let my right 
hand lose its skill.” He was praying 
that God would send judgment upon 
him, if he proved faithless to his vows 
to God. His right hand was the one 
by which he earned his daily bread. 
Better lose that, he thought, than lose 
his desire to worship God! But he 
went even further: “Let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I 
do not count Jerusalem and the Tem- 
ple of God above my greatest joy.” 
Better to be stricken so that he could 
not speak, or sing, than to come to 
the place where he would speak to 
men but not to God. When we con- 
sider that this man was a musician, 
we see how determined he was to be 
faithful to the House of God. It was 
his hand which he used to play the 
lyre; it was the voice he needed to 
sing. But he asked God to take away 
all his skill of hand and voice rather 
that let him forget the Temple. 


How many of us could carry on with- 
out our voices? Musicians! What would 
you do without these? Lawyers, doc- 
tors, teachers, executives, clerks, house- 
wives — how well would we do with- 
out these faculties which God has giv- 
en us? We would not be able to write; 
we would not be able to speak. Yet, 
better to lose all of these rather than 
to lose our touch with God. Not one 
of these Hebrews would dishonor God 
in order to satisfy those who were not 
the people of God. The Temple and 
the sacred city of Jerusalem were 
first in their thoughts. Then how 
much should the believer in Christ 
love His Church and be faithful to it! 
We are the Church which He pur- 
chased with His own precious blood. 
We are “living stones built upon the 


foundation of the apostles and proph- 
ets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
chief corner-stone.” Then, if we are 
not here, the building is weak, our 
voice is missing from the volume of 
praise which rises to God. Better to 
lose your skill to work each day than 
to lose your place in worship. 


CHRIST’S EXAMPLE 

There is our Lord’s example. In 
Luke’s gospel what is sometimes called 
the “gospel of His humanity,” Jesus 
is revealed as the one who claims 
kinship with us as men, the one who 
enters fully into our condition — our 
needs and weaknesses, our dangers 
and afflictions. It is in that Gospel 
that the statement occurs: “As His 
custom was, He went into the syna- 
gogues on the Sabbath Day.” That 
was His habit. He went every Sab- 
bath to the place of worship and took 
part in the service. If anyone ever 
had the right to be absent it was He. 
He could learn nothing from the Jew- 
ish teacher who expounded the Word 
of God. But the Sabbath was God’s 
ordinance; and worship was God’s ap- 
pointment. Therefore, He took His 
place with those who said: “I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the House of the Lord.” 


It is part of the irony of life that 
we often do not appreciate our bless- 
ings until we lose them. In the city 
of Moscow today, a city of at least 
six million souls, there are only thirty 
churches today, where once there were 
four hundred fifty churches. Why? 
What happened? You say, “The Com- 
munists closed them.” Oh no! Ten 
thousand Communists could never 
have barred the entrance to those 
churches if the thousands who be- 
longed to those churches had pressed 
through the doors every time they 
were opened. Those churches went 
by default. And if we in America do 
not begin again to crowd our churches 





every Lord’s Day, we shall wake up 
some day and find this privilege gone. 
“To whom much is given, of him will 
much be required.” It is a law of 
God, and it cannot be changed. 


I dreamed a dream. In my dream 
I walked the streets of the city. I 
saw the homes, the schools, the places 
of business, the theatres and the places 
of pleasure. But I saw no church! 
There was no Sunday School, no 
prayer meeting, no place where men 
could learn of God. Crowds thronged 
the streets. Men worked and played; 
but no one worshipped. It was a 
dream! 


LOST BY NEGLECT 


A man drove down a road between 
two towns of America, twenty five 
miles apart. The country was rugged 
but populated. People were living in 
the houses all along the road. He 
drove down into a valley and came 
upon a building, larger than a home. 
It was a school. He knew it was in 
use, for children were romping in the 
yard. Lights burned brightly in the 
rooms. He drove a little further. 
There, in another clearing, stood the 
Grange Hall. It, too, was cared for. 
A bulletin by the door announced the 
program for the week. Within a few 
hours it would be crowded with peo- 
ple — young ones laughing gaily in 
their games while dads and mothers 
bustled about in their friendly chatter. 
On down at a bend of the road he 
came upon another institution or the 
relic of it, which startled him. It was 
the ghost of a church. The windows 
were boarded up. The high grass in 
the churchyard announced that men 
of other days had worn a path to this 
sanctuary, but the ominous silence of 
the place and the obvious neglect told 
the passer-by that the new generation 
had dared to let the realities of their 
fathers go unnoticed. Once upon a 


(Cont. on P. 11) 
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EDITORIAL 


The Christian Life 


Christian living is a natural and joy- 
ous response to the experience of get- 
ting to know Jesus Christ in Person. 
Every minister spends much time and 
thought on the need to develop ad- 
ditional Christian graces in his peo- 
ple. An emphasis on Christian living 
has become noticeably predominant in 
the pulpit messages of our time. 


But it has been both our experience 
and our observation that Christian liv- 
ing is not promoted as successfully by 
the Christian life as by preaching 
Jesus Christ. The refrain, ‘“Chris- 
tianity is more than theology, 
it is action,” rather interestingly pro- 
duces less action than the refrain, 
“Christianity is Jesus Christ.” 


We can furnish a concrete example. 
Some ministers preach Stewardship 
from the standpoint of the various 
practical reasons why a man should 
support the Church, etc., with a not- 
able lack of response. Other ministers 
have hammered on the theme of per- 
sonal commitment to Jesus Christ, cru- 
cified, risen and coming again, and 
the money has come in. To put it 
another way, the great giving churches 
are not those pastored by ministers 
of radical theological persuasions — 
except when there is an air-condition- 
ing or remodeling program that will 
benefit the comfort of the man in the 
pew. The great giving congregations 
are those in which the Wednesday 
night Prayer Meeting and the Sunday 
night service have not died. 


Almost every major religion extols 
the “good life” after a manner similar 
to the moral and social witness as- 
sociated with the Christian life. This 
fact has led some people favorably 
to compare other religions with Chris- 
tianity. 


But Christianity is not identical with 
the way of life which flows from it. 
Christianity is the thrilling experience 
of knowing Jesus Christ. And Chris- 
tian living is not only most success- 
fully preached, it is preached with the 
only possible justification from the 
standpoint of the effect of belonging 
to Jesus Christ. 





Bible Reading In Our Day 


It was good to read that the Presi- 
dent of the U. S., opening National 


Bible Week, endorsed Bible reading 
as a source of faith and of inspiration 
for patriotism. A former President, 
Mr. Truman, in a speech delivered 
during the same week in Dallas, said 
much the same thing. 


These statements by national leaders 
expressing confidence in the Bible’s 
power to mould human lives come as 
refreshing breezes in this day of 
Protestant neo-Romanism. 


By neo-Romanism we mean the in- 
creasing evidence of a return to Ro- 
man Catholic ideas from which the 
Reformers revolted. These ideas we 
are seeing back in the Church today. 


The idea that we look for God and 
teach obedience to God outside the Bi- 
ble, as in human relations, human ex- 
perience and loving concern, is just 
another form of the Roman preoccupa- 
tion with works over faith. Just as 
the notion that we change non-Chris- 
tians into believers, winning them for 
Christ, with the power of friendship, 
of “identification” and of concern is 
a new form of the Roman doctrine of 
deeds instead of beliefs. 


Add to these ideas an insistence that 
you must put your trust in the 
Church’s pronouncements through its 
assemblies, and you have a full-blown 
neo-Romanism which would make 
John Calvin and Martin Luther turn 
over in their graves. 


At stake is the authority of the Bi- 
ble: the “foolishness” of the Word 
which the liberal mind cannot under- 
stand. 


It is ironic that our Presidents 
should be the ones to recall us to the 
Faith. 





United Churches 


We must confess that we are com- 
pletely baffled by the reports coming 
in from the Presbyteries of the voting 
on the proposed new chapter for the 
Book of Church Order on United 
churches. There seems to be no con- 
sistent pattern whatever in the voting. 
As many of the liberal presbyteries 
are registering a resounding “No!” as 
are voting their endorsement. And as 
many of the conservative presbyteries 
are endorsing the proposal as are re- 
jecting it. Only one pattern appears 
in the voting: in every instance the 
ballot was almost unanimous, wheth- 


Therein, perhaps, 


er for or against. 
hangs a tale. 


The United church plan — along 
with the Federated church plan al- 
ready adopted by the Assembly — 
provides a way for congregations of 
the “North” and the “South” to get 
together without surrendering what- 
ever former loyalties may remain: they 
simply become one congregation be- 
longing in equal measure to both de- 
nominations at the same time. 


As a consequence of the divided 
loyalty of the single congregation 
emerging from such a “union,” how- 
ever, two substantially different ways 
of life must be simultaneously under- 
taken. Two sets of reports must be 
made to two presbyteries by the one 
Session which must try to implement 
the often-divergent policies of both 
denominations in its program. (Un- 
der the Federated plan, two congrega- 
tions retain their separate, individual 
identities, but come together under 
the same roof). 


The United church plan originated 
in Texas. About the time the As- 
sembly appointed an ad-interim com- 
mittee to study the proposal, the Syn- 
od of Texas appointed its own com- 
mittee to work out the details of fed- 
eration with the “other” Texas Synod 
(UPUSA). 


After the Assembly of 1959, in a 
routine action, approved the United 
church plan and sent it down to the 
Presbyteries for their advice and con- 
sent, the Texas committee reported 
back to the Synod. Its report was to 
the effect that any plan of federation 
was utterly unworkable and that it 
had no recommendations to make. 
Without debate, the Synod of Texas 
voted to drop the whole matter and 
the committee was discharged. 


Meanwhile, the Presbyteries are 
faithfully recording their advice and 
consent on the proposal before them. 
We said that there was one pattern 
emerging in the voting. Wherever a 
presbytery has appointed a committee 
to study the matter carefully, the vote 
has almost invariably been against the 
proposal. Wherever the matter has 
been taken up as routine business on 
the docket, the vote has often been 
favorable. 


To us, this particular bit of history 
suggests several conclusions. In the 
first place, things can come to the 
Assembly and pass, that should not. 
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In the second place, Presbyteries can 
go to sleep at the switch. In the 
third place, there’s a difference be- 
tween statesmanship and politics, yea 
even in Church Courts. 





Buying Votes 


The next twelve months will be a 
period of increasing political activity. 
In the heat of campaigning, as one 
candidate vies with another for pres- 
tige and votes, there will be an ever- 
present danger of looking at super- 
ficialities and failing to seek out those 
basic principles on which alone intel- 
ligent decisions can be reached. 


One of America’s gravest dangers 
is a continuing inflation. This spiral 
which has already taken from every 
dollar practically one-half of its pre- 
war value has never been stopped. 
The reason is that within our govern- 
ment there have been men, and there 
continue to be men, who buy votes 
by promising and then voting for 
measures which can only be support- 
ed by further inflation. These men 
are a deadly menace to our nation, 
just as unprincipled and dishonest as 
a thief who might steal from your 
pocket. 


Christian citizens, above all others, 
should never permit cupidity and un- 
earned benefits to sway their judg- 
ment. We desperately need Christian 
men in the halls of Congress. We 
also need men who are honest. And, 
we need men who have ingrained in 
them that minimum knowledge of eco- 
nomics which teaches that continually 
spending more than we honestly earn 
leads inevitably to disaster. 


Party politics is mecessary and 
through such a procedure some checks 
and balances are maintained. But 
there are certain basic philosophies 
which cannot be determined by party 
affiliation and it is the duty of the 
Christian to put principle ahead of 
party; honesty before cupidity; na- 
tional solvency above personal advant- 
age. 


Don’t sell your vote! 





(Cont. from P. 9) 
time there had been worshippers — 
believers! But there were none who 
cared to come here anymore. 
It was not a dream! It was America! 
* * a7 * . 


Dr. Miller is pastor of the First 
Church, Jackson, Miss. 






A Layman And His Church 


THE PERILS OF 


The Church cannot operate without 
adequate organization nor is it intend- 
ed to. One of the first actions of the 
infant Church in Jerusalem was the 
election of deacons to whom were com- 
mitted the supervision of the com- 
munal food supplies. 


As Paul and his associates travelled 
across Asia Minor and on into Europe 
they appointed elders in every newly 
established congregation to care for 
the spiritual welfare of the Christians. 


Organization prevents chaos, pro- 
motes efficiency, and furthers the ef- 
fective witness of the Church. 


But organization can itself become 
a deadly peril. 


The story is told of the maharajah 
who, plunged into the depths of des- 
pair through the death of his beloved 
bride, ordered architects to build for 
her remains the most beautiful tomb 
possible. But, when it was finished 
he was not satisfied. 


Over this tomb there was erected 
a second structure of great beauty 
but still the mourning husband was 
not satisfied. 


Again he called his architects and 
demanded that the most magnificent 
building possible be erected above that 
which had already been built. 


In time one of the world’s most 
beautiful structures was perfected— 
the Taj Mahal. 


But still the maharajah was not sat- 
isfied. For a long time he studied the 
structures, one over the other, look- 
ing for the hidden flaw. 


Suddenly he cried: “I see it now, 
take away that tomb from the heart 
of the building!’ 


In this story there is a warning we 
all should ponder. In our zeal to 
erect the magnificent structure of a 
Church organization we are confront- 
ed with the danger of forgetting why 
there is a Church and what is that 
message without which the Church be- 
comes but a useless shell: the Cross 
of Christ and the empty tomb. 


History shows that in the Church 
and in the State the erection of one 
organization eventually calls for the 
creation of another. 
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ORGANIZATION 


The Church as a whole, and our 
own denomination in particular, is 
never free from the temptation to ex- 
pand from board to board, committee 
to committee, commission to commis- 
sion, organization to organization, 
and in this expansion there lurks in the 
shadows the danger of neglecting, 
minimizing, yes, even forgetting that 
Cross whereon the Son of God died for 
the sins of the world, and that empty 
tomb which is a visible confirmation 
of the fact that Salvation is a reality 
for those who believe. 


We believe that every session in 
our church, every Presbytery, each 
Synod and the General Assembly it- 
self should take heed to this insidious 
danger. 


Not only is this a menace to the 
Church as a whole but it tends to 
impinge on the work of the minister 
also. A theological professor recent- 
ly estimated that many pastors now 
find 90 per cent of their time taken 
up in administering the work of the 
church and only 10 per cent used in 
the study of God’s Word, whereas 
just the reverse should be the case. 


This enforced neglect of the Holy 
Scriptures and prayer, from which 
alone there can proceed power in 
preaching, is one reason why so much 
of that which is heard from American 
pulpits today is related to the periph- 
eral things of Christianity rather than 
the Christian faith itself. 


To get and maintain a proper bal- 
ance between church organization and 
the message for which the Church ex- 
ists is not easy. It is one of many things 
which come through prayer alone. And 
once the right perspective is achieved 
it can be continued only as we pray 
for divine guidance and God-given 
common sense. 


It is God’s will that everything in 
the Church shall be done decently 
and in order. It is also His most holy 
will that in maintaining an effective 
superstructure we never forget that 
all is for the Glory of God, the pro- 
claiming of His redemption in Christ, 
and the living of lives worthy of the 
calling whereby we are called. 


—L. Nelson Bell 


JABLE TALK 


John Calvin, Ecumenical Figure 


LOUIS PRAAMSA, Th.D. 


There has been and there is much 
difference of opinion about the 
ecumenical ideas of John Calvin. He 
has been highly praised as a forerun- 
ner of the idea of the World Council 
of Churches (Dr. Nyenhuis); and he 
has been heavily attacked as a man 
of terrible intolerance (Stefan Zweig, 
Favre-Dorsaz). A sound judgment 
can only be given when we use all 
the facts which we have at our dis- 
posal and when we try to transport 
ourselves mentally to the times in 
which Calvin lived. We don’t exag- 
gerate then when we call him, com- 
pared to Zwingli and Luther, the one 
international reformer. Theoretically 
he founded the idea of the unity of the 
church in his Institutes and practically 
he struggled all his life to make this 
idea a reality in the various Reforma- 
tion churches of his time. Though 
he distinguishes between the visible 
and the invisible church, in both cases 
he stresses the necessity of unity. 
When he was exiled from Geneva, he 
forbade his adherents in the city to 
separate themselves from the church. 
He supported Cranmer’s idea to estab- 
lish one church of the Reformation 
through a godly synod, and by his 
incessant labors the little city of Ge- 
neva became a center of the Protes- 
tant world of his time. He settled 
an agreement with Zwingli’s successor, 
Bullinger, (Consensus Tigurinus) and 
thereby reduced the number of Protes- 
tant fronts from three to two. He 
struggled for a better understanding 
with the Lutherans and honored Lu- 
ther as his spiritual father. He him- 
self was the father of the Reformed 
churches not only of Switzerland and 
France, but of the whole of Europe. 


To keep the unity of the church, he 
made use of tolerance in various cir- 
cumstances, He did not require of 
all Christians the same insight in all 
questions, neither did he require of 
all churches the same height of spirit- 
ual life in all circumstances. Melanch- 
thon, who differed with him in some 
dogmatic points, and Bucer, who was 
too flexible in his eyes, remained his 
friend until the end of their lives. In 
the church of England, he accepted 


for the time being the office of a 
bishop and some ceremonies which he 
did not tolerate in the church of Ge- 
neva. To the king of Poland he pro- 
posed that an archbishop should re- 
main in that country to occupy the 
first place in the synods between his 
colleagues and brethren and _ that 
there should be provincial bishops. 


The limit to this tolerance is to be 
found in the acceptance of the author- 
ity of the Word of God. Calvin spoke 
sometimes of three and sometimes of 
two marks of the true church, but fun- 
damentally he acknowledged only one 
mark of the Church, viz, the pure ad- 
ministration of the Word of God. 
Therefore, he always was opposed to 
Roman Catholicism, mystical anabap- 
tism, and rationalism. His great ob- 
jection against Roman Catholicism was 
that this church had forsaken the only 
authority of the Word of God; all its 
errors are to be reduced to this funda- 
mental error. He had the same ob- 
jection against Mystics and Anabap- 
tists: they separate the Word from 
the Spirit, and they pass off the works 
of their own spirit for ideas of the 
Holy Spirit. Against the Italian ra- 
tionalists of his time, he objected 
strenuously that they made all things 
subject to their human reason, and 
did not subject themselves as children 
to the Word of God. 


The Word of God is interpreted in 


various ways, and Calvin accepts the 
fact that sometimes the interpreta- 
tions of godly men differ, but he 
wants agreement in the important 
points of doctrine. These important 
points of doctrine he finds summarized 
in the confessions of faith of the sev- 
eral churches. These confessions are 
the symbols or forms of unity of the 
churches. Calvin does not play with 
the liberal idea of an “inward free- 
dom with the confession.” He wants 
strict observance of their contents. 
Therefore, the limits of the ecumeni- 
cal relations which he tried to settle 
between the churches of the Reforma- 
tion are to be found in obedience or 
disobedience to the Word of God, and 
the expression of that obedience or 
disobedience in the confessions. He 
cannot be considered as a herald of 
the modern ecumenical movement; on 
the contrary, it is more than likely 
that he would have opposed with all 
his power such a movement, which 
tries to give liberalism a legal place 
in the church. He would have pro- 
moted an ecumenical movement which, 
accepting the Holy Scriptures as the 
infallible Word of God, would stand 
on a sound doctrinal basis. 
% * * a 

Dr. Praamsa is pastor of the Chris- 
tian Reformed Church of Toronto. 
The foregoing is a digest of a lecture 
delivered at Westminster Seminary in 
Philadelphia. 





There Must Be A Better Way 


L. NELSON 


The prolonged steel strike, with its 
growing personal tragedy to millions 
of individuals, should be sufficient evi- 
dence to all that collective bargaining, 
the strike with attendant picketing, 
“feather bedding,” and the whole set- 
up of our present economic system 
need a searching second look. 


We have now seen the pendulum 
swing from the exploitation of labor 
by capital to the paralyzing of our 
national economy by a small number 
of labor leaders in whose hands there 
rests more power than even the gov- 
ernment itself exercises. 


BELL 


From the very beginning of the 
steel strike the union has admitted 
that steel workers are the highest 
paid in America. But, Mr. McDonald, 
president of the steel union, eyed the 
profits of the steel industry (profits 
which go to tens of thousands of 
owners of stock), and on the basis 
of these profits said frankly; “We 
want more of this for ourselves.” 


That which the union has never 
questioned has been that the present 
wage is high. But a few leaders, with 
almost unlimited power and the de- 
termination to get even more, have 
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insisted on a strike which has cost 
the individual workers some $2,000 
each and which, after the strike is 
settled, it will require years to re- 
coup. 


The other side of the coin is that 
the inflationary spiral with the ac- 
companying loss of the value of the 
dollar is the result, in no small meas- 
ure, of these recurring demands by 
labor. At the same time, these same 
sources continually clamor for in- 





ernment. By this unending pressure 
we are gradually being forced to a po- 
sition where the entire economy of 
the nation is jeopardized. 


When the government gave legal 
status to the closed shop it placed at 
the disposal of labor a weapon which 
is unfair, unAmerican and calculated 
to hurt labor itself. 


No class in America should be per- 
mitted control of our American way 
of life. Adequate checks and balances 


of Christian citizens to look at every 
phase of our political and economic 
structure and in as far as possible 
see that righteous laws are enacted 
and enforced. 


We do not know the answers to the 
present impasse; but of this we are 
convinced — there MUST be a better 
way than the one which has brought 
untold suffering to millions of people 
and which is now paralyzing, and can 
in the future, jeopardize our nation 




















creased deficit spending by the gov- 


are always necessary. 


It is the duty as a whole. 
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‘By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Saul Confronted By Christ 


Acts 9:1-9 
Devotional Reading: Romans 5:6-11 


Background Scripture: 


“How it shames us to look at the Apostle Paul”! 
exclaimed one of our great Bible Teachers. Saul of 
Tarsus was not great, however, until “in a quiet place, 
he met the Master face to face”, if the road to Damas- 
cus can be called “a quiet place”. It was only when 
he met Christ and surrendered to Him that he became 
great. God showed what He could do with a man 
who gave himself completely to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This Saul did. He was “not disobedient to the heaven- 
ly vision”. Then it was no longer Saul but Christ: for 
Paul, to live was Christ and to die was gain. 


We meet today one of the giants of the Bible; not 
a physical giant by any means, but a spiritual giant, 
with a mind and heart and zeal and consecration 
equalled by few and surpassed by none. He had few, 
if any, peers; personally, I place him ahead of any 
other mere man in the Bible or in history as a whole. 
Dr. Alexander Whyte stresses Saul as a student with 
a brilliant mind. When we have such an intellect 
inspired of God we have a “superman” in the best 
meaning of that much used and much abused word. 


Paul was a Great Christian. His highest ambition 
was to know Christ and the power of His resurrection 
and the fellowship of His sufferings. He was a Great 
Missionary, the apostle to the Gentiles and in his three 
great missionary journeys he reached most of Asia 
Minor and Greece. He was a great founder and or- 
ganizer of churches and he kept in touch with them. 
He speaks of the “care of all the churches”. He was 
a great writer and his 13 epistles take up a large part 
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of the New Testament. He was a great sufferer for 
the cause of Christ. In speaking of his sufferings 
he says in II Corinthians 11:23-27, “Are they minis- 
ters of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in 
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in death oft. Of the Jews five 
times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 
in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by my own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
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Children in God’s Covenant Promises 


DWIGHT HERVEY SMALL 


An extensive treatment of the Reformed view 
of baptism, presenting the Biblical basis for the 
baptism of infants and the use of sprinkling. 
From twelve years of study and thorough in- 
vestigation of current thinking and classic 
literature relating to baptism, Dr. Small has 
developed this book to meet the needs of both 
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brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
and nakedness”. He had caused others to suffer, and 
God said, I will show him what great things he must 
suffer. Look at the list I have just given, pause after 
each phrase and see if you can even faintly get the 
picture presented in this list which we read rapidly 
and forget. What other man has such a record? Moses 
was a great man and had to bear with a complaining 
people, but Moses did not suffer as Paul suffered. 
The prophets were often persecuted, but not like this 
marvellous man. Then, to cap it all, he died a 
martyr’s death. I believe you will have to place Paul 
at the top of the list of the great men of all time. 


From various sources I have gathered a few facts 
about his life which I will give, not using quotation 
marks. He was known as the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
His Hebrew name was Saul which he retained until 
the time of his visit to Paphos where Sergius Paulus 
was converted. He was of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
native of Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia. In this in- 
tellectual center, the seat of a famous school of phil- 
osophy, he was reared under Grecian influences. Like 
other Jewish boys he was taught a trade, that of tent 
making. In Jerusalem he was trained in the Scrip- 
tures by one of the most learned and distinguished 
rabbis of the day, Gamaliel, grandson of the famous 
Hillel. I suppose all of us wonder where Saul was 
during the three years of Jesus’ ministry in Palestine. 
The most reasonable explanation is that he was back 
in Tarsus probably taking post-graduate work in the 
university there. It is almost impossible for us to think 
of his being in Palestine and not coming in contact 
with Jesus, the Great Teacher and Healer. Tarsus 
was the third university center of the world, and it 
would be natural for Saul to go back there after his 
teaching under Gamaliel. He was of a wealthy and 
influential family, one of the leading Jewish families 
of his generation. He had a married sister in Jeru- 
salem (see Acts 23:16) and well-known kinsmen in 
Rome who had become Christians before he had 
(see Romans 16:7, 11). He seems to have been a 
member of the Sanhedrin for he “gave his vote” (see 
Acts 26:10). The story of his conversion is told three 
times. It was a real vision he had, not a dream. 


He soon became the leading apostle. In the first 
part of Acts we read of Peter and John, Stephen and 
Philip; but after his conversion it is mainly Paul and 
Barnabas and Paul and Silas. The other apostles fade 
out of the picture. 


Paul took the great fundamental doctrines of the 
Gospel and explained them in a logical way. It is in- 
teresting to read a book like “The Progress of Doctrine 
in the New Testament” and see how the Holy Spirit 
guides the theologian Paul in developing these doc- 
trines. In our Devotional Reading we have one of the 
most important of these doctrines — the Atonement— 
explained in a simple way. Isaiah wrote of this in 
chapter 53 where we find him speaking these words, 
“But He was wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him and with His stripes we are 
healed”. Jesus taught it when He said, “Even as the 
Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and give His life a ransom for many” and 


when He instituted the Lord’s Supper and said, “For 
this is my blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins”. 


Paul says in Romans 5:6-8, “For When we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ died for the un- 
godly.” 


For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 
peradventure for a good man some would even dare 
to die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
In I Corinthians 15:3, he states it in these five words, 
“Christ died for our sins.” In these four or five words 
Paul gives us the precious doctrine of the Atonement 
—vicarious Atonement. Let us take these four words 
apart and put them together. The first one is Christ, 
the Name of the most unique person who ever came 
to earth — the God-Man; Son of God, Son of Man. 
The second is died. This word has been written after 
every name except two, Enoch and Elijah. But the 
death of Christ is far different from other 
deaths. He is innocent, others guilty. The last word, 
“sins”, or “ungodly”, or “us”. This word “sin”, 
is a little word but there is wrapped up in it 
all the horrible and unclean and base _ things 
in a world of sinners. “Notice the ‘I’ in the mid- 
dle of sin”, says someone. It is our sins. The 
most important word is the connecting link, “for”. 
This great truth is very precious to our souls, and Paul 
states it in such a way that even a child can grasp 
something of its meaning; enough to be saved. Paul 
takes other great doctrines, like the Resurrection, and 
explains it. The 15th chapter of I Corinthians is a 
marvellous explanation of this great truth. So Paul 
in Romans and Galatians speaks plainly of Salvation 
by grace or Justification and Sanctification. 


We take up two things about Saul of Tarsus in our 
lesson today: His Persecution of the Christians and 
His Conversion. 


I. His Persecution of the Christians: 9:1-2 
Let us gather up what little is said about this so 
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that we can get a picture of what took place. In 7:58 
we read, “and the witnesses laid down their clothes 
at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul”. It 
seems that Saul did not throw any stones at Stephen, 
but only kept the clothes of those who did. It may be 
that a man of Saul’s standing did not “cast stones”. 
But in 8:1 we read, “And Saul was consenting unto 


his death”. He evidently approved of what the mob 
did. Did Stephen’s vision and prayer have any effect 
upon the mind of the young scholar from Tarsus? In 
8:3 we read, “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church 
(R. V. ‘laid waste”), entering into every house, and 
haling men and women committed them to prison”. 
Did the lives of these Christians — their loyalty to 
Christ, and love for one another — make some im- 
pression upon him? How could he see their lives and 
not feel rebuked? In Galatians 1:13 we read, “For ye 
have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ 
religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the 
church of God, and wasted it”. In I Timothy 1:13, 
he says, “Who was before a blasphemer, and a per- 
secutor, and injurious; but I obtained mercy, because 
I did it ignorantly in unbelief’. A man may graduate 


from a University of Tarsus, and sit at the feet of a 
Gamaliel, and still be very ignorant and unbelieving. 
Saul, too, was following his conscience when he was 
doing all these terribly wrong things. Conscience is 
a safe guide only when it is an enlightened conscience. 
In these two verses of chapter 9 we have “Saul, yet 
breathing out threatenings and slaughter”, going to 
the high priest and desiring of him letters to Damascus 
that he might bring Christians bound to Jerusalem. 

II. His Conversion: 9:3-9 

We are familiar with this account. It was a real 
experience and here Saul met and was conquered by 
Jesus. It was the greatest event since the day of Pente- 
cost and its far-reaching consequences only eternity can 
fully reveal. When arrayed before governors and 
kings this story is his defense. It was such a revolu- 
tion that he had to have a little time to reorganize all 
his thinking, so after a while he goes into Arabia for 
a quiet time to get readjusted to an entirely different 
life. From this time on Saul is a Christ-centered new 
creation. We only begin our study of him today. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 239, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Message Of I Corinthians 


Scripture: I Corinthians 1:17-2:5 
Suggested Hymns: 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
“I Would Be True” 
“Living for Jesus” 
“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 


(This program is to be one of Bible study. Ask the 
young people to read all of I Corinthians before the 
program is given. It is highly desirable that this 
“assignment” be made at least a week in advance. 
Have your members bring their Bibles, notebooks, and 
pencils to the program. Ask your minister or some 
other Bible scholar to be on hand to answer difficult 
questions.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The book of the Bible which we know as I Corin- 
thians was originally a letter written by Paul to the 
church in the city of Corinth. (Point out Corinth on 
a map.) The church had been established by Paul 
on his second missionary journey, and this letter was 
written during the third journey, probably in 57 A.D. 
Corinth was a very important city, being the fourth 
largest in the Roman empire. It was well known in 
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other ways, some of which were not very flattering. 
The name of the city was actually a synonym for im- 
morality. To be accused of being like the Corin- 
thians was to be accused of being very immoral. The 
city was also known for a kind of shallow intel- 
lectualism. There was much talk of learning and wis- 
dom, but it seems that the main goal was to make a 
display of knowledge and of oratorical skill. 
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In loving memory . . . a phrase so often used, but so much more 
meaningful when applied to a Memorial Fund with the Board of World 
Missions. 


Such a memorial is more meaningful because it not only perpetuates the 
memory of a loved one, but also helps spread the gospel around the world. 


Such a memorial lives forever in the name of one whose life was dedi- 
cated to His way. Only the income is used to support foreign mission 
work, leaving the original gift intact. 


A Memorial may be established in the name of a person living or 
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original donor or by others. 
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please write for further information. 
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The letter which Paul wrote under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit deals very largely with some pressing 
problems which were troubling the church at that 
time. Considering what we have already said about 
Corinth, you will see that the problems were reflec- 
tions of the character of the city. The letter not only 
points out the problems, it suggests solutions. These 
solutions are based on abiding principles. In our 
survey of this book we shall take note of the principles, 
because they are eternally valid and can be profitably 
applied in our church and in our lives today. 


First Speaker: 


After giving his salutation and his statement of 
thanks in the first nine verses of the first chapter, 
Paul brings up the first problem. The problem, that of 
party spirit, is dealt with through the fourth chapter. 
The Corinthian Christians, in line with the tradition of 
their city, were making a debating society out of the 
church. They were magnifying the differences between 
their teachers and had formed themselves into religious 
parties. The spirit of competition and rivalry was 
running high. It had resulted in serious divisions in 
the church, in sinful pride in the lives of the people, 
and it only served to prove that they were spiritually 
immature. Paul reminded them that he had not 
sought a personal following, but had preached a 
simple message dealing with the essentials of the per- 
son and work of Christ. If they had placed proper em- 
phasis on these fundamental truths, the divisions would 
never have taken place. In our faith today we must 
constantly look to these same two fundamentals: (1) 
Christ, the Son of God and (2) His Atoning death. 
We ought to ask the Holy Spirit to make these truths 
more meaningful to us every day. 


Second Speaker: 


The second problem dealt with in the letter was 
that of moral disorders in the church. This is con- 
sidered in the fifth and sixth chapters. In their pre- 
occupation with the divisions among them, they had 
ignored a shameful case of immorality involving one 
of their number. Paul shows how this oversight was 
bringing shame on the church. Another disgrace to 
the church was the fact that members who had disputes 
among themselves were seeking settlement in the civil 
courts. The Christians who were supposed to love 
each other as brothers were depending on pagan justice 
to settle their differences. Paul rebuked this disorder 
along with the baser forms of immorality. The prin- 
ciple which he set forth as a solution for their impure 
living rested on the fact that the Christian is a re- 
deemed person whose body is the dwelling place of 
God the Holy Spirit. If God lives in us, we ought 
to seek to please Him in everything we do. 


Third Speaker: 


The next question discussed in the letter is that of 
Christian freedom and its use and abuse. (Chapters 7- 
10). Two problems were troubling the Corinthians 
in this regard: (1) whether it was right or wrong to 
marry, and (2) whether it was right or wrong to eat 
meat that had been offered to idols and then sold in 
the public market. Paul said that both of these were 
matter of moral indifference. It was perfectly proper 
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for a Christian to marry or not to marry, to eat meat 
or not to eat meat. But while the Christian has the 
right to do many things, it is not always good to do 
them just because he has the right if it will hurt others. 
The highest right we have is the freedom to give up 
our rights for the glory and the good of others. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The fourth problem to receive Paul’s attention in 
the letter was that of disorders in worship. (Chapters 
11-14). Some of the women were using their Christian 
freedom as an excuse to defy the customs of society 
with regard to their apparel, and were bringing the 
church into disrepute. And there were disorders in 
the observance of the Lord’s Supper. Prior to the 
observance of the sacrament they partook of a meal, 
much like our church suppers. Those who were 
wealthy brought much food and promptly ate it all 
themselves leaving the poor to go hungry. The re- 
sentment growing out of this action made poor prepa- 
ration for observing the Sacrament. Finally, the Chris- 
tians at Corinth laid great stress on spectacular spirit- 
ual gifts, such as the ability to speak in ecstatic tongues. 
There seems to have been much striving among them 
as to who had the most spectacular gifts. Paul showed 
how all of these disorders revealed their selfishness and 
childishness. He set forth the principles, still very ap- 
plicable to us, that the value of spiritual service is to 
be measured by: (1) the love which motivates it, 
and (2) its usefulness to others. 


Fifth Speaker: 


The last subject dealt with in the letter is that of 
the bodily resurrection. Most Greeks believed in 
some kind of immortality (continuance of the soul 
after death), but the idea of a resurrection of the 
body was abhorrent to them. Evidently, there were 
those in the Corinthian church who had their doubts 
about the resurrection. In the first 34 verses of the 
fifteenth chapter Paul dealt with the fact of the resur- 
rection. The body of Jesus was surely raised from 
the dead, said Paul, and as He is, so believers shall be. 
The resurrection of Jesus guarantees our resurrection. 
The last part of the chapter deals with the mode of the 
resurrection. Christ’s resurrection body was the same 
body that He had before, but it was changed ... it 
was glorified. Our resurrection bodies will also be 
changed and glorified. Even those who still live when 
Jesus comes the second time will be changed before 
they enter into the eternal state. The resurrection is 
the guarantee of our victory over our spiritual enemies 
and it is our motive for faithful service. 


Program Leader: 


In the sixteenth chapter we have the conclusion 
to the letter. There is the announcement of an offer- 
ing to be received, mention of a visit which Paul hopes 
to make, personal greetings to many, and words of 
final admonition. It was necessary for him to be rather 
severe in condemning their mistakes and shortcomings, 
but he closes the letter with an assurance of his love 
for them. 


Closing prayer. 

























MONTGOMERY PRESBYTERY 


ROANOKE, Va. — The 254th Stat- 
ed Meeting of the Presbytery of Mont- 
gomery was held in the Covenant 
church of Roanoke on Oct. 20. The 
Rev. Walker B. Healy was elected 
Moderator. The Rev. P. G. Cosby, 
III, was elected Permanent Clerk for 
a term of three years. 


The Rev. James C. Clark was dis- 
missed to Westminster Presbytery 
that he may accept the call of the 
First Church of Inverness. The Rev. 
Philip M. Cory was received from Al- 
bemarle Presbytery and arrangements 
were made to install him as pastor of 
the Mallow and Altamont churches. 
The Rev. S. B. M. Ghiselin, H. R. 
was received from Kanawha Presby- 
tery. 


The Floyd-Harris-Cannady church 
reported that it had decided to launch 
out on full self-support. 


Presbytery nominated the Rev. Mar- 
ion L. Simmons, Moderator-in-nomina- 
tion for the next Stated Meeting to 
be held in the Anderson Memorial 
church, Martinsville, on January 26, 
1960. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in 
adjourned session on Nov. 4 in the 
Second church, Roanoke, to hear and 
act upon a Committee’s report on 
changes in the Manual of the Pres- 
bytery. 

—E. W. Smith, S. C. 





ALEXANDRIA, La. — Dr. Manford 
George Gutzke of Atlanta, one of the 
most colorful and dynamic ministers 
and Bible teachers in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., held a one-week Bible 
Conference here, October 25-30. As- 
sisting him as leader of music for the 
meeting held in the First Church, Alex- 
aridria, was Mr. William L. Hoyt, min- 
ister of music of the Bethany church, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Hr. Hoyt is 
an exceptionally gifted singer whose 
ministry in song is strongly attractive 
and effective. The program for the 
week, presided over by the Rev. John 
C. Neville, Jr., of the Jackson Street 
church of Alexandria, included morn- 
ing and evening meetings for Bible 
study, attended by capacity crowds. 
The First Church is without a pastor 
at this time. 


Dr. Gutzke, who grew up an ag- 
nostic, holds a D.D. from Austin Col- 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


lege in Sherman, Tex., and the Ph.D. 
degree from Columbia University. He 
is professor of English Bible and Chris- 
tian Education at Columbia Seminary. 
Mr. Hoyt, who has sung in concerts in 
the U. S. and Europe and over radio 
and television, studied at Boston Uni- 
versity and at the Julliard School of 
Music in New York. 





COLUMBIA, S. C. —(PN)— Mrs. 
Charles J. Knapp, well known Bible 
teacher from Moultrie, Ga., was one 
of the main speakers at the recent 45th 
annual meeting of the Women of the 
Church of Congaree Presbytery at 
First Presbyterian Church here. 


A week later Mrs. Knapp traveled 
to Hartsville, S. C., to present a sim- 
ilar program to the 55th annual meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church of 
Pee Dee Presbytery. 


Mrs. Knapp’s subject at both meet- 
ings was a review of the book, “Let 
There Be Light,” the Bible study book 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. by 
Dr. Sherrard Rice. 





TAMPA, FLA. —(PN)— The First 
Presbyterian Church here was the 
scene of the recent fifth annual meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church of 
Westminster Presbytery. 


A highlight of the two-day program 
Was an address by the Rev. A. L. 
Dimmock of Atlanta, Ga., secretary 
of the Division of Evangelism of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Mrs. A. R. Craig, Rutherfordton, N. 
C., a trustee of the Presbyterian Foun- 
dation, gave a resume of the study 
for 1960. “Christ the Unifying Cen- 
ter.” 


“Briefs from Brazil’? was the sub- 
ject of Mrs. A. T. Cowden, Sarasota, 
Fla., giving her impressions of the 
Presbyterian Centennial in that coun- 
try last summer. 





BARIUM SPRINGS, N. C. —(PN) 
— Men of Concord Presbytery, nearly 
900 strong, representing 56 churches, 
attended their 13th annual Fall Rally 
here and heard George H. Vick, pas- 
tor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Charleston, W. Va., speak on “Christ 
for the World and the World for 
Christ.” 


The men gathered for their sessions 
in Little Joe’s Presbyterian Church 
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and were hosted by Barium Springs 
Presbyterian Home for Children at a 
barbecue dinner. 





MIAMI, FLA. — (PN) — Dedica- 
tion services were held Oct. 25 in the 
$75,000 chapel-fellowship hall at Pal- 
metto Presbyterian Church here. 
Tours of the 210-seat structure, which 
also contains class-rooms and an of- 
fice, were conducted after the service. 

The Rev. Neil Wyrick, Jr., is pastor 
of the 254-member' congregation 
which was organized three and a half 
years ago. 





COLUMBIA, S. C. — (PN)— The 
Rev. T. Robert Fulton of Second Pres- 
byterian Church, Charleston, S. C., 
was guest minister for a week of eve- 
ning Evangelistic Services at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church here the last week 
in October. 


Mr. Fulton is no stranger to Colum- 
bia, having previously been pastor of 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church here 
for eight years. 





RICHMOND, VA. — Presbyterian 
Men’s Work has named the Rev. Fred 
C. Holder as Director of Program, ef- 
fective November 15. He comes to 
the new work with the denomina- 
tion’s Board of Christian Education 
from the pastorate of the Mulberry 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 

“The Rev. Mr. Holder will assume 
two major responsibilities in this post,” 
states E. A. Andrews, secretary of the 
Men’s Work division. “He will de- 
velop program materials for our men’s 
meetings, rallies, and conferences. He 
will also assist our Presbyterian lay- 
men in their growing interest for as- 
suming a stronger role in the service 
of the Church.” 





CHESTER, S. C. — (PN) — David 
A. Gaston, Chester attorney, has been 
elected president of the Men of the 
Church of Bethel Presbytery, succeed- 
ing George Waldrop. 


Other officers elected at the fall 
rally held recently at Purity Presby- 
terian Church here are: Brooks John- 
son of Lancaster, vice president; and 
Jack Westmoreland of Clover, secre- 
tary-treasurer. The Rev. Sam Hoyt, 
pastor of the Bethesda and Smiths 
churches continues as minister-advisor. 
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COLUMBIA, S. C. —(PN) — The 
Rose Hill Presbyterian Church here 
celebrated its fortieth anniversary on 
Nov. 1 with special morning and after- 
noon services. 

Guest minister for the morning wor- 
ship was the Rev. Arthur M. Martin, 
executive secretary for the Synod of 
South Carolina. He spoke on “The 
Rose Window”. A class of new mem- 
bers was received into the church at 


this service, and the Lord’s Supper 
was observed. 
At the afternoon hour Dr. Claude 


Pritchard of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, Atlanta, Ga., spoke on “How 
Big is My Church?’”’. A vesper hour 
especially for the teenagers was held 
in the evening. 


FLORIDA — (PN) — The Synod 
of Florida Committee on Christian 
iducation has just completed a series 
of nine Christian Education Institutes 
in nine cities in four of the Synod’s 
five Presbyteries. 

Under the leadership of 
William M. Belk, the 
tor of Christian 
four others have 
state with the five 
shops in the institute. 


the Rev. 
tegional Direc- 
Education, he and 
been touring the 
courses or work- 

The courses were designated by the 
following titles: Creative Activities; 
Christian Interpretation of Sex; Chris- 
tian Recreation, Family Worship and 
Co-ordinating the Total Church Pro- 
gram. 


UNION, S. C. — Monday October 
26th. marked the 35th. anniversary of 
McCutchen Memorial Church. On Sun- 
day the 25th, homecoming was cel- 
ebrated, and the whole month of No- 
vember has been designated as Church 
Loyalty Month. The Pastor, The Rev. 
Robert G. Balnicky, preached on ‘“Peo- 
ple Who Cannot Sin’”’. 

The McCutchen Church has a his- 
tory for which they praise the Lord. 
The Church was first called the Mon- 
arch Church. In 1946 the Name was 
formally changed to McCutchen Me- 
morial, honoring Hattie and 
Manette McCutchen for their welfare 
and religious work in the community. 
They were very thoughtful and con- 
scientious servants of the Lord, and 
made intimate contact with hundreds 
of families; giving unselfishly of their 
time to others. 

Since its organization in 1924, six 
pastors have served the congregation. 
The Rev. John C. Nevelle served as 


Misses 


student supply pastor from 1924 un- 
til 1928. 


From 1928 through 1934 








“ONE EVENING” CONDENSED 


BOOKS. Good News Publishers. Price 
—$.50 each. 

All of us long for the “boiling 
down” of so much written material 


passing our way. “One Evening” Con- 
densed Books offer this advantage. 
Covering a variety of subjects, here 


are condensations of current books 
and classics written by eminent au- 
thors. Most of the books, orig- 


inally published in hardbound editions 
at prices ranging from $2.00 to $6.00, 
now sell for 50 cents a copy with av- 
erage page lengths of 62 pages. 

The four book 
viewed are recommended 
while reading: 


condensations re- 


for worth 

Paul — More Than Conqueror, by 
Dr. F. B. Meyer, is an account of 
Paul’s life, devotional in nature, with 
primary reference to the Epistles more 


than Acts. 
The Marvel of Earth’s Canopies, 
by Prof. C. Theo. Schwarze, is an 


effort to harmonize “True Science” 
with the Bible by means of the canopy 
theory (ice covering above the earth 

Gen. 1:6-7). 

Conflict with Darkness, by H. Vir- 
ginia Blakeless, M.D., is a stirring 
missionary story of conflict on the 
Kikuyu ridges in Africa. The author 
tells what has led to the present crisis 
and what the power of the Gospel has 
done in the midst of the turmoil. 

Full and Joyous Surrender, by An- 
drew Murray, is an excellent volume 
on how to deepen our Christian ex- 
perience. The principles set forth in 
this little book challenge Chris- 
tian to the best and highest life pos- 
sible by the power of God. 
wishing to 


the 


know more 
Condensed 


Readers 


about “One Evening” 





two supply pastors served the church, 
The Rev. Frank H. Wardlaw and The 
Rev. J. Q. Wallace. In 1934 the Rev. 
Fred E. Manning, Sr., was called as 
pastor, serving until November, 1940. 
The Rev. L. O. Therrell, served the 
church as pastor from March, 1941 
until December, 1955. It was during 
Mr. Therreli’s pastorate that the pres- 
ent edifice built. The present 
pastor, Mr. Balnicky, came to the 
church in Jan., 1956, from The First 
Church, Ocean Drive Beach, S. C. 


was 
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Books may send for a catalog from the 
Good News Publishers, Westminster, 
Illinois. 
—R. K. Swayze 
Shreveport, La. 





CLASSICS OF PROTESTANTISM, 
Ed. by Vergilius Ferm. Philosophical 
Library, N. Y. 578 pp. $10.00. 

The concept of what constitutes a 
classic, according to the editor, has 
to do with a sort of work which is 
conspicuous in some area. To justify 
a work to the rank of a classic, accord- 
ing to his view, implies basically that 
it stands on its own as a choice samp- 
ling of some conspicuous point of view 
or some epoch in the wave of history 
or as a representative commentary of 
the phase of thought of some con- 
spicuous leader. 

Editor Ferm has taught a course 
in the history of Christian Thought 
and he believes that this type of an- 
thology fills a need for students of the 


subject, especially those who would 
consult source materials. 
The first selection is Theologia 


Germanica which was written a couple 
of centuries prior to the Protestant 
Reformation yet it is considered a 
Protestant Classic. Luther said of it, 
“Next to the Bible and St. Augustine, 
no book has ever come into my hands 
where I have learned or would wish 
to learn more of what God and Christ 
and man and all things are.” 


The volume contains such outstand- 
ing works as Luther’s “A Treatise on 
Christian Liberty’, selections from 
“The Institute of the Christian Re- 
ligion” by John Calvin, and “Freedom 
of Will” by Jonathan Edwards. The 
Liberals are represented by such works 


as “The Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity” by Samuel Clarke, “Balti- 
more Sermon” by William Ellery 


Channing, “The Christian Faith” by 
Schleiermacher, and “Christianity and 
Social Crisis’ by Walter Rausch- 
enbusch. 


the 


The last selection is devoted to Kari 
Barth’s “Dogmatics in Outline’. The 
selections from Barth give us a sort 
of cross section of his thinking. 

The 17 excerpts from the 16 au- 
thors represented in this volume, in- 
cluding the pre-Protestant work “The- 
ologia Germanica”’, represent many 
schools of thought found in the de- 
velopment of Protestant theology. 
This volume is of special benefit to 
students of the history of Protestant 
thought. 

—John R. Richardson 
Atlanta, Ga. 





















MINSTERS 


Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., from Green- 
ville, S. C. to Box 374, Shalimar, 
Florida. 


A. Arnott Ward, from 
Texas to 602 Barracuda, 
Christi, Texas. 


Rockport, 
Corpus 


C. Clark, from Covington, 
Va., to the First Church, Inverness, 
Fla. 


James 


Philip M. Cory, from Fountain, N. 
C. to the Mallow and Altamont 
churches, Covington, Va. 


S. B. M. Ghilesin, H. R., has moved 
his membership from the Kanawha 
to the Montgomery Presbytery. 





MISSIONARIES 


Paul B. Smith has moved from 
Patrocinio, Minas Gerais, to Goiana, 
Goias, Brazil. 


DEATHS 


D. K. Ferguson, pastor emeritus of 
the First Church, Marshall, Mo., 
died of a heart attack on Oct. 21 in 
Marshall. He had been pastor of 
that congregation 42 years. 





LETTERS 
DISPENSATIONALISM 


Not long ago I received a question- 
naire prepared in Atlanta, seeking in- 
formation on a minister who was be- 
ing recommended to a local church. 
I noted that one of the questions 
asked was, “Is he a Dispensationalist?”’ 
It was not asked whether he believes 
in the Virgin Birth of our Lord, or 
in the full Inspiration and Authority 
of the Scriptures. 


While I have no objection to ask- 
ing about dispensationalism, I am 
wondering whether that should be the 
only doctrinal position selected for 
special scrutiny when a man is recom- 
mended to a church. If any special 
questions are asked, should not other 
areas of concern be explored? 
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Whatever their other faults, I have 
never known a dispensationalist to 
deny any of the articles of the 
Apostles’ Creed. But I have known 
some who disavowed being dispensa- 
tionalists who denied important parts 
of the Apostles’ Creed. 


Of course, there is the further mat- 
ter of the propriety of an individual 
minister being asked to pass judgment 
on the doctrinal position of a brother 
minister, when this would seem to be 
the province of the Presbytery. 

—Wnm. C. Cumming 
Hugo, Oklahoma 





MONTREAT 


At Montreat occasionally they show 
films after the night services. The 
Management could do no better than 
to procure a print of the 1954 Luther 
film for showing whenever an oppor- 
tunity presents itself. The effect 
would be a greater appreciation for 
the Scriptures and for dynamic Protes- 
tantism. 

—Cameron D. L. Moser 
Manning, S. C. 


YOUTH PROGRAMS 


Our High Fellowship likes 
your handling of the Youth Programs 
very much. However, this group 
likes to plan their schedule of lead- 
ers by the month, and your material 
comes out only two or three weeks in 
advance. Can you furnish us with a 
list of subjects you plan to treat a 
little farther in advance? 

—Mary E. Keller, D. C. E. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Senior 


We will see—Ed. 


THEY LIKE US! 
I like the new format! 
—Mrs. W. B. Gray 


Brownwood, Texas 


The JOURNAL continues to be fine 
in every sense of the word... I find 
Mr. Parker’s Sunday School lessons 
very helpful in preparing for our 
Young Adults’ Class. 

—Walter G. Somerville, Jr. 
Mount Holly, N. C. 





I congratulate you on the new set- 
up and pray that the Lord will con- 
tinue to bless the good work that is 
being done for the furtherance of the 
Gospel. 


—Mrs. Edward J. Lofving 
Augusta, Ga. 











NOVEMBER 11. 


Enjoy the JOURNAL very much, 

then pass it on. 

—Mrs. H. E. Kimmerly 
Riverside, Ont. 





I particularly appreciate the Circle 
Bible Studies. 
—Miss Josephine Woods 
Black Mountain, N. C. 





No doubt everyone writes you the 
same, but you will not mind hearing 
again, I would not be without the 
priceless JOURNAL for anything! 

—Miss Elizabeth B. Kerr 
Washington 8, D. C. 





On reading the unwarranted attack 
in the letter from ‘Name withheld,” 
(Oct. 21), I felt I must let you know 
the great spiritual lift many of us re- 
ceive with each issue. I am not a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, 
but I have been a subscriber and an 
appreciative reader of the JOURNAL 
for several years. 

—Robert Van de Palder 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 





THEY DO TOO... BUT! 

We are disappointed in the change 
in the print of the Editorials from the 
large, easily read type to the small 
type. 

—wW. O. Bell 
Kilgore, Tex. 





I must protest the dropping of the 
name “Southern.” And taking up 
space which could better be occupied 
with “spiritual food” with news and 
events that we can read about else- 
where. 

—Mrs. Virginia M. Stallings 
Dallas, Texas 





I am very sorry indeed that you 
saw fit to omit the word “Southern” 
from the title of the JOURNAL. To 
me it had seemed to say that the pa- 
per was for Presbyterians who believe 
in the fundamentals adhered to by the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, such 
as the Confession of Faith, the Cat- 
echism, and the Word of God con- 
tained in the Old and New Testaments. 


Our position, we believe, is some- 
what different from some of the other 
branches of Presbyterianism, and to 
my mind it is a difference we would 
do well to protect. I pray that this 
change does not mean a creeping to- 
wards modern trends. 


—W. W. Plowden 
Columbia, S. C. 
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